IOO                             MAKERS  OF  DESTRUCTION

"An interesting attempt/5 concluded Meyer, "to ease an
obstinately difficult situation/'

n
"LITTLE   MAN,   WHAT NOW?'9

Von R.x was a prominent German Democrat who had
been one of the Under-secretaries (or State Secretaries
as they are called) in the German Foreign Ministry, and
an expert for the League of Nations, under the Republic.
He was anxiously concerned under the new regime to
maintain his standing and to keep in good odour, and he
seized the opportunity of Germany's withdrawal from the
League to go on a lecture tour, making at the same time
a round of calls with a manifestly changed coat* In the
course of his tour he came to Danzig. He did his utmost
to make out a case for the fateful step that had been taken,
with "of course" this and "on the other hand" that; he
spoke in favour of the League, he spoke against it; and he
ended with a tortuous declaration of love for the new policy
of accomplished facts.

I felt it desirable to say a few things at the end of his
lecture^ because the Nazi party was demanding that Danzig
should copy Germany's action and break with the League.
I spoke without preparation, and began by making use
of the title of that best-seller of the time, "Little man,
what now?" What weyre we little men to do, I asked, in
our dangerous proximity to the great? I offered a sort of
apologia for the League, reminding my hearers of the protec-
tion we had enjoyed from it. Many things about it had
been disappointing, and not only to seekers after protection
like ourselves. But it represented a beginning that should be
persisted in and turned, as soon as possible, into an instru-
ment serving a truly just peace and the needful co-operation
between nations. It would, I contended, be a great and

1 Von R. is Herr von Rheinbaberu I have just learnt that his participa-
tion in Germany's Nazi course has been carried to the length of .his appoint-
ment as head of the Gestapo at Lisbon. Herr von Rheinbaben was a
younger colleague of Stresemann*s. Nothing shows more clearly the crazy
irrationality and the nihilistic character of Germany's course than the
personal careers of such, men, who have played a part under the best leaders
of the ^German Republic*                                                                   ^ , ,